
The Vac-Clamp is a small version of
the vacuum tables commonly used
for industrial holding and clamping

of pieces or panels, during machining. 
I was surprised at the large work that

can be held by the 150mm square
clamping surface of the Vac-Clamp. This
square can ingeniously be further bro-
ken into smaller elements, so that a com-
bination of modules as small as 50mm
square can be selected. 

The manufacturers recommend that
not less than two squares be isolated,
making it possible to clamp a piece of
hard material as small as 60mm by
110mm for detailing or machining.

Like its larger counterpart, the Vac-
Clamp needs to be attached to a com-
pressor and is designed to hold pieces of
wood, plastic, glass, aluminium or simi-
lar impervious materials that have at
least one ‘flat’ side. 

The Vac-Clamp operates on the sim-
plest principle, where the flat surface of
the material being clamped sits on the
rubber seal provided in the kit, and the
compressed air creates a partial vacuum,
pulling the work down onto the face of
the clamp. This allows operations such
as routing, sawing, drilling etc, to be car-
ried out without the interference of
mechanical clamping devices.

The Vac-Clamp is fastened to a fixed-
baseboard with four stout bolts or screws
to provide a strong, reliable and safe
machining platform. Extension blocks of
the same thickness as the Vac-Clamp,
can be fitted to this baseboard to provide
extra support and stability for large 
panels.

The Vac-Clamp is supplied with a
transparent air supply line fitted with a
1/4" (6mm) BSP connector to attach to the
air line of the compressor.

The air supply for the Vac-Clamp
must be between 80psi and 120psi (600
to 800 kPa) which means that most small
compressors can satisfy the require-
ments.

Included in the Vac-Clamp is an
excellent set of instructions which assist

the user in setting up template and jig
operations, vastly extending the versatil-
ity of the Vac-Clamp from a simple
cramping tool to a useful piece of pro-
duction apparatus.

The surface is grooved to accept the
perimeter-rubber which is used for work
larger than 150mm in both directions,
but where the work is smaller than this,
a new perimeter rubber can be cut from
the extra piece of seal material provided
in the kit. Clear instructions are provided
for the fitting of this seal. 

In my test, I isolated only two-ninths
of the area of the face of the clamp, fit-
ting the rubber seal around two of the
nine squares; one of these squares was
the one with the vacuum hole. As men-
tioned earlier, this is the minimum rec-
ommended by the manufacturer.
Nevertheless, the Vac-Clamp held the
work very firmly while I machined
around the perimeter of the shape which
had been profile copied from a template
in an earlier operation using a Router
and the Vac-Clamp.

Throughout all of the operations
which I tested, I found it simple to oper-
ate. It firmly held the material being
machined and there was no indication
of any movement. 

Unlike large vacuum tables, the Vac-
Clamp can be fitted to a mounting board
which in turn can be fixed in a vice and
then removed and hung on the wall of
the workshop until the next time it is re-
quired. It therefore provides the strength
and service of a vacuum table without
consuming any permanent floor or
bench space.

The Vac-Clamp is expected to retail
at $137.50, but readers should note the
special introductory offer in this issue of
The Australian Woodworker. It can cur-
rently be obtained for $110.00 which
includes both GST and delivery any-
where in Australia. I believe this makes it
even better value for money.

The Vac-Clamp is available from
Elraco Distributors Pty Ltd, 3/41 Wood
Ave, Ridleyton, SA 5008. Ph. 08 8340
1166.  Fax. 08 8340 0066. Their website
is at www.vac-clamp.com.

Vac-Clamp
by Les Miller (Associate Editor)
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A Business in a Box!
TToo  ccoommpplleemmeenntt  oouurr  rraannggee  ooff  qquuaalliittyy  BBrriittiisshh  mmaaddee  ttoooollss  wwhhiicchh  ooffffeerr  yyoouu
tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  aadddd  ddeeccoorraattiivvee  wwrroouugghhtt  iirroonn  ttoo  yyoouurr  ttiimmbbeerr  pprroojjeeccttss,,
iiff  yyoouu  ppuurrcchhaassee  aa  MMaasstteerr  wwoorrkksshhoopp  oorr  IInntteerrmmeeddiiaattee  wwoorrkksshhoopp  dduurriinngg
JJAANNUUAARRYY oorr  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY wwee  wwiillll  iinncclluuddee  aatt  NNOO  CCOOSSTT  TTOO  YYOOUU::
11..  MMEERRLLIINN  AARRCC  WWEELLDDEERR complete with accessories, ideal for the handyman
22..  MMAAKKIITTAA  AANNGGLLEE  GGRRIINNDDEERR with carry case and spare grinding wheels
33..  SSTTEEEELL  PPAACCKK to get you started. Selection of round and square bar and flat

steel strip, candle trays and rivets
NNooww  yyoouu  aarree  ffuullllyy  eeqquuiippppeedd  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  wwoorrkk  oonn  aallll  ooff  tthhoossee  wwrroouugghhtt  iirroonn
pprroojjeeccttss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppaattiieennttllyy  aawwaaiittiinngg  yyoouurr  aatttteennttiioonn..
You will be surprised how easy it is to achieve a professional result.

FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoonnttaacctt  CChheevviinnggttoonn  TToooollss  PPttyy  LLttdd  

Lot 470 Calder Alternate Highway, Lockwood VIC 3539
Phone: 03 5435 3902   Fax: 03 5435 3405

E-mail: tools@netcon.net.au  
Web site: www.chevingtonmetaltools.com
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